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This morn ing I want to thank the Lord first of all for His mercy
and grace to wards us. In stead of judg ment, what He has given
the church is even more power to bring forth mercy upon the

earth. Right now everybody else wants to con demn some one or some -
thing. But we bring peace. Not just peace as the world knows it but we
are not even able to bring their kind of peace. We bring peace that can
give peo ple the love of God only found in our lord Je sus Christ. 

Let’s turn to John chap ter 13 to start. This is one of the hard est to
get through as there is so much be trayal go ing on in this par tic u lar chap -
ter about Ju das and of how Je sus re acts to that, and what it says to us
per son ally. What John is say ing here pri mar ily is that we can get
through it. Je sus is go ing to give to us the peace that we need through
times of be trayal, through times of con tro versy and through times of
chaos. Here He gives us some ideas of how to get through it. 

Prayer

The first one that co mes to my mind is prayer. Prayer is n’t just
say ing the words, is it? We all know that. It is not rep e ti tious. Prayer is
ac tu ally a con ver sa tion with God and par tic u larly God the Fa ther. We
have a prayer con ver sa tion with Him through Je sus, the only way to do
that is by the Holy Spirit which was given to us. What gives us the peace 
that we have amongst any chaos is prayer, liv ing with God. It is not
some place we visit but rather we LIVE there with Him, in His King -
dom. So we’re not of this world but we are of His King dom. We have to
re mind our selves of that by pray ing, by hav ing that con ver sa tion with
God, in vit ing Him to speak to us pro phet i cally in each of our daily
walks. 

Maybe you are not good at get ting a word from Owen Carey or
some other prophet, but you can get a word from the Lord, in prayer!
And you can judge it by wether it agrees with the Word of God or not.
And you can sub mit it to your broth ers and sis ters. It is not some thing
where you say, “Well I don’t want to do that.” How ever, you should!

Of ten times the Lord says some very mean ing ful things to me, es -
pe cially in the morn ing like, “I love you.” Is that pro phetic? Yes, of
course it is. He is say ing it. I’m not say ing it. He is. Once you get the
idea that this is true, it changes your whole life. I re mem ber when the
Gaithers (gos pel mu sic band) were strug gling to make their first song
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and then they fi nally hit the big time. Do you re mem ber the song that re -
ally made them big was “He Touched Me”? And, He touched me and I
knew it. What made that song so pop u lar and how it changed their
whole life was that peo ple re al ized that God is n’t some thing far off. He
is a life style, a liv ing place where we can have the King dom of God. 

Je sus Washed the Dis ci ples’ Feet

Je sus was fac ing some pretty se ri ous things in His life while He
was on earth.

13 1 Now be fore the Feast of the Pass over, when Je sus knew that
His hour (He knew what was go ing on.) had come that He should 
de part from this world to the Fa ther, hav ing loved His own who
were in the world, He loved them to the end.

Our sis ter Carmen said that this morn ing. He loved them till the
end. There is  no place where He stops and you might think, “Well, that
is the end.” Well, what ever you want to make it. It does n’t mat ter; He
never gives up. Where we give up, He never gives up. He’ll love us to
the end. This is good. I want to stay there. I’m not mov ing from that
good place to be. 

2 And sup per be ing ended, the devil hav ing al ready put it into the
heart of Ju das Is car iot,  Si mon’s son, to be tray Him,  . . .

A lot of the things John’s talk ing about right here are things of the 
heart, not just ideas in the mind but some things that go deep into the
heart of the peo ple Jesus is re lat ing to. There were some real prob lems 

3 Je sus, know ing that the Fa ther had given all things into His
hands, and that He had come from God and was go ing to God, 4

rose from sup per and laid aside His gar ments, took a towel and
girded Him self. 5 Af ter that, He poured wa ter into a ba sin and be -
gan to wash the dis ci ples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel
with which He was girded. 6 Then He came to Si mon Pe ter. And
Pe ter said to Him, “Lord, are You wash ing my feet?”

7 Je sus an swered and said to him, “What I am do ing you do not
un der stand now, but you will know af ter this.”

So there are times when things are put into our lives where we
may not un der stand. We don’t al ways have to un der stand. How ever,
obe di ence is what the Lord re quires when we walk with Him. Obe di -
ence to His Word not only the writ ten Word by it self, but the liv ing
Word of God, obe di ence to that Word and that is why Pe ter re sponded.

 8 Pe ter said to Him, “You shall never wash my feet!”
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Je sus an swered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with
Me.”

So that was pro phet i cally spo ken. And Pe ter re sponds.
9 Si mon Pe ter said to Him, “Lord, not my feet only, but also my
hands and my head!”

Pe ter wanted his whole body to be in obe di ence to the Word of
God so he could be a part of his Lord. An other words, you can not have
re la tion ship with the Lord if you don’t want to obey Him. There are
many Chris tians I have met that have ac cepted the Lord Je sus as their
Sav ior but they have n’t been obe di ent to Him. For in stance, they may
have an il licit af fair with some one and they don’t want to give it up.
They know it is wrong but they don’t want to give it up be cause they
love that per son so much. They can not seem to break away. Or they
may be ad dicted to al co hol and can not seem to break away. They are in
love with cars or what ever it might be that is hold ing them back. That’s
when there is this im por tant scrip ture. Pe ter says, “Ev ery thing that I
am, please Lord, let it be yours.” 

10 Je sus said to him, “He who is bathed needs only to wash his
feet, but is com pletely clean; and you are clean, but not all of
you.” 11 For He knew who would be tray Him; there fore He said,
“You are not all clean.”

He is re fer ring to Ju das here. He ex plains to His dis ci ples that
what He has done is for an ex am ple that they should also wash each oth -
ers feet. They should go out of their way for some one who is not able to
take care of them selves, who can not get out of their trap what ever it
might be. Don’t give up on them. Je sus said He loved them all to the end 
in clud ing Ju das! Not ex cept, in clud ing him!

Well Je sus iden ti fies His be trayer.
18 “I do not speak con cern ing all of you. I know whom I have cho -
sen; but that the Scrip ture may be ful filled, ‘He who eats bread
with Me has lifted up his heel against Me.’ 19 Now I tell you be -
fore it co mes, that when it does come to pass, you may be lieve
that I am He. 20 Most as sur edly, I say to you, he who re ceives
whom ever I send re ceives Me; and he who re ceives Me re ceives
Him who sent Me.”

A lot of proph ecy is this, not so you can un der stand what is go ing
on and avoid a “ca tas tro phe” nec es sar ily, but af ter the trou ble co mes,
you can say, “Oh yes, I re mem ber the Lord did say that.” Af ter the fact.
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So, I of ten don’t look at proph ecy to give me an edge on what is go ing to 
hap pen in the fu ture. I have never got ten a proph ecy, “Stop X, Y or Z.”
Never. When I used to do a lot of deer hunt ing, al most never did I get a
word tell ing me to go over a cer tain ridge and the deer will be there.
Rather, hunt ing is a lot of hard work. 

20 Most as sur edly, I say to you, he who re ceives whom ever I send
re ceives Me; and he who re ceives Me re ceives Him who sent
Me.”

So there is some thing Je sus is say ing in the midst of all this prob -
lem. He is go ing to send us and we better lis ten to that. This is in ter est -
ing.

Je sus Iden ti fies His Be trayer
21 When Je sus had said these things, He was trou bled in spirit,
and tes ti fied and said, “Most as sur edly, I say to you, one of you
will be tray Me.” 

Can you imag ine Je sus be ing trou bled? No. I’m not sure that is
the right trans la tion. Rather, He was stirred up in His Spirit. There was
some thing He wished He could change, some thing that was wrong. He
was not nec es sar ily “pac ing the floor” won der ing what He could do.
That one thing was not just some thing hap pen ing out wardly around
Him, but it was a be trayal of one of His own. What trou bled Je sus the
most mak ing Him stirred up in His heart was one of His cho sen in
whom He had poured His life, de cided to take the wrong way.

22 Then the dis ci ples looked at one an other, per plexed about
whom He spoke.

23 Now there was leaning on Je sus’ bosom one of His dis ci ples,
whom Je sus loved. 24 Si mon Pe ter there fore mo tioned to him to
ask who it was of whom He spoke.

25 Then, lean ing back on Je sus’ breast, he said to Him, “Lord,
who is it?”

26 Je sus an swered, “It is he to whom I shall give a piece of
bread when I have dipped it.” And hav ing dipped the bread, He
gave it to Ju das Is car iot, the son of Si mon. 27 Now af ter the piece
of bread, Sa tan en tered him. Then Je sus said to him, “What you
do, do quickly.” 28 But no one at the ta ble knew for what rea son
He said this to him. 29 For some thought, be cause Ju das had the
money box, that Je sus had said to him, “Buy those things we
need for the feast,” or that he should give some thing to the poor.
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30 Hav ing re ceived the piece of bread, he then went out im me di -
ately. And it was night.

Judas went out im me di ately and in dark ness. When you leave the 
will and the pur poses of God, you who are filled with His Holy Spirit,
enter a very dan ger ous place, leaving the obe di ence of God’s Word to
do your own thing. He went and it was night. There was no light only
dark ness. We don’t want to go there. 

In the midst of all of this, Je sus gives an other com mand. We’ve
heard a lot of com mand ments but He was go ing to give them an other
that would help through this time of trial. When ev ery body seems to be
go ing in the wrong di rec tion and you are go ing in obe di ence to God,
this is what He wants you to do.

The New Com mand ment
31 So, when he had gone out, Je sus said, “Now the Son of Man is
glo ri fied, and God is glo ri fied in Him. 32 If God is glo ri fied in
Him, God will also glo rify Him in Him self, and glo rify Him im -
me di ately. 33 Lit tle chil dren, I shall be with you a lit tle while lon -
ger. You will seek Me; and as I said to the Jews, ‘Where I am
go ing, you can not come,’ so now I say to you. 34 A new com -
mand ment (not one from the Old Tes ta ment) I give to you, that
you love one an other; as I have loved you, that you also love one 
an other. 35 By this all will know that you are My dis ci ples, if you
have love for one an other.”

I don’t know how they could un der stand this scrip ture with out
know ing the Trin ity. How has He loved them? By be ing with them, not
de sert ing them, lov ing them to the end, no stop ping God’s love. What
an awe some tool and weapon we have as we pray for one an other! We
are not pray ing as the world would pray, “Oh Lord, just make them as
com fort able as I am.” No. “Make them even more com fort able, as You
would make them com fort able in what ever they are go ing through.” 

Well we all think that if we just pur pose strong enough in our
heart, we will make it through. That re ally is NOT true! Men tal pur pose
in this is not go ing to help you all that much. We rely upon the grace and 
mercy of God. It is not how strong we pur pose to be. Si mon Pe ter is in
that place.

Je sus Pre dicts Pe ter’s De nial
36 Si mon Pe ter said to Him, “Lord, where are You go ing?”
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Je sus an swered him, “Where I am go ing you can not fol low Me
now, but you shall fol low Me af ter ward.”

37 Pe ter said to Him, “Lord, why can I not fol low You now? I
will lay down my life for Your sake.”

38 Je sus an swered him, “Will you lay down your life for My
sake? Most as sur edly, I say to you, the rooster shall not crow till
you have de nied Me three times.

So there it is. That is all our own strength can do. Al most noth -
ing. In days gone by al most ev ery one was in the habit of say ing, “Oh
yeah, I’ll be there to mor row by the will of God.” They would al ways
end their sen tences and con vic tions about their com mit ments by the
mercy and grace of our God. Peo ple don’t bother to say that any more.
I’ve never heard that lately. It does n’t seem to be pop u lar. But I’ll tell
you some thing, it should be pop u lar. If you don’t say it out wardly, you
should say it in wardly, by the mercy and grace of God! Any thing could
hap pen to us phys i cally. But noth ing can hap pen to us spir i tu ally be -
cause He died for us. We will never die. Our mor tal bod ies may die but 
we will never die. Not only will we never die but we are go ing to heaven 
not to eter nal judg ment. Awe some.

So, the world we live in, the King dom we live in is not some thing 
we should take lightly. 

The Way, the Truth, and the Life
14 “Let not your heart be trou bled; . . .

Je sus’ heart was trou bled but not trou bled like ours is to day.
When I hear many Chris tians speak about the things go ing on in the
world to day, they are def i nitely not at peace. They are def i nitely trou -
bled in spirit. Now many of you should re mem ber Dale Rum ble’s
teach ing (Body, Soul and Spirit) that the heart re fers to the Spirit. That is 
true but also re mem ber that even though we can be di vided into three
parts of our be ing. It is ac tu ally not com pletely right. We are still ac tu -
ally one. Je sus does n’t say, “Okay I’m just talk ing to your spirit now.”
What hap pens to your spirit af fects your soul, and af fects your body as
well. There fore if you en ter tain the spir i tual realm of dark ness like Ju -
das did, it fi nally came into him. It is a ter ri ble thing to be pos sessed not
just by de mons but by Sa tan him self. Not a place I would ever want to
be! Ever! 

So, I have to be dil i gent to un der stand what Je sus wants from me. 
I con tin u ally wash my self with the wa ter of the Word. I can hear Ju das
say as he is go ing out into the dark ness, “When will Je sus ever learn?
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He is given ex pen sive per fume and He just throws it away let ting this
girl wash His feet with it. And now He’s wash ing His dis ci ples feet with
wa ter and a towel. Why? For what rea son? What kind of per son is He
any way?” That’s when the en emy co mes in, with the lit tle things at first 
and then blows them up. Soon you be lieve a lie that should never have
been en ter tained from the be gin ning. 

It is im por tant for us to know the Word of God and to LIVE by it.
For in stance, I should be faith ful to one wife. That’s some thing I will
keep. My wife is glad of that. And so am I and so is the Lord Je sus.

“Let ting not your heart be trou bled” right now in this chap ter,
makes Je sus sound “crazy” to His dis ci ples. Ac cord ing to them, He’s
talk ing about be trayal, etc.

. . .  you be lieve in God, be lieve also in Me. 2 In My Fa ther’s
house are many man sions; if it were not so, I would have told
you. I go to pre pare a place for you. 

Is n’t that good? He’s go ing to go and pre pare a place for you in
heaven. Are you wor ried about that? No. You are not go ing to be trou -
bled about it any more. It does n’t mat ter that there is an other plague
com ing down the pike (Covid 19). It does n’t mat ter if there are ri ots. It
does n’t mat ter be cause your place is ul ti mately in heaven. 

3 And if I go and pre pare a place for you, I will come again and
re ceive you to My self; . . .

Where are you go ing? To Him self. 

 . . . that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And where I go you
know, and the way you know.”

That’s pro phetic be cause they did n’t un der stand much at that
moment. We do to day but they did n’t. Why do you know that? Be cause
you go there when you are in prayer, when you talk to Him, when you
are liv ing your day with the Lord Je sus. You know where you are go ing! 
And you know the way if you get lost, if you need help. Amen. How -
ever Thomas did n’t know.

5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are go -
ing, and how can we know the way?”

6 Je sus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one 
co mes to the Fa ther ex cept through Me.

If you are look ing for the truth, Ju das, I am the truth. It is not
found any where else. It is not found in the so cial gos pel. It is not found
in any thing you may try to con trive. “I am the life.” The life is not
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found in the last sports event you at tended, or con cert, or the last time
you felt happy. Je sus is the way. Je sus is the truth. Je sus is the life and
you are not go ing to find it any where else. A lot of peo ple in this town
of Kingston and the sur round ing area have no idea of what I just said.
No clue. They don’t be lieve in God. At best they are ag nos tic and they
don’t know, and they don’t know the way and they will never know the
way un less some one shows them, led by the Holy Spirit.

The Fa ther Re vealed
“No one co mes to the Fa ther ex cept through Me.”

So what is your ul ti mate goal? To be in the Fa ther’s will, to be by
your Fa ther in heaven. The Trin ity is re ally preached in this pas sage, big 
time. No one co mes to the Fa ther, no one, ex cept by Je sus. It is a sad
state ment for a lot of peo ple be cause they re ject our Lord Je sus Christ,
not Him as a per son nec es sar ily but as God. They re ject Him and don’t
be lieve it, can not ac cept it. It does n’t seem log i cal. 

Well the Fa ther is the only im por tant thing in the whole uni verse! 
He cre ated it! With the Lord Je sus and with the Holy Spirit as the Trin -
ity.

7 “If you had known Me, you would have known My Fa ther also;
and from now on you know Him and have seen Him.”

How He ex pected the dis ci ples to un der stand this, I don’t know.
He is like open ing up their eyes as He is say ing these pro phetic words. 

8 Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Fa ther, and it is suf fi -
cient for us.”

I can see Je sus sigh ing here and maybe roll ing His eyes . . . 

9 Je sus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you
have not known Me, Philip?

Lis ten, when He calls you by name, if He were to say, “Pe ter.”
Im me di ately I am go ing to re spond. Is n’t that in ter est ing. I used to draw
blood in the early, early morn ing around 6 am at St. Luke’s in
Newburgh. I was  learn ing how to draw blood and I had to draw Ma ter -
nity first then head down to the poor kids in Pe di at rics, etc. Fi nally I’d
get up to the Ge ri at ric ward on the fourth floor, and these old guys
would all be asleep. It may say on a wrist, Tim Smith. I say, “Mr. Smith,
I’m here. I have to draw some blood.” No re sponse. I say it again. Noth -
ing. Then I say, “Tim!” He jolts awake and says, “Oh, what!” Peo ple
re spond to their first name much more than any thing else. 
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It re minds me of a scrip ture which says, “You were n’t born of
men. You were born in spirit.” When you come into the King dom of
God, you have de nied your par ent’s right to you as a child. You are re -
ally now a child of God. That does n’t mean you should n’t still be obe di -
ent to your earthly par ents but it is a won der ful thing to be owned by
God who calls you by name!

 He who has seen Me has seen the Fa ther; so how can you say,
‘Show us the Fa ther’? 

So how can you say, “Show us the Fa ther?!”

10 Do you not be lieve that I am in the Fa ther, and the Fa ther in
Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own au -
thor ity; but the Fa ther who dwells in Me does the works.

Je sus did n’t do the works alone. He did it with the Fa ther.

11 Be lieve Me that I am in the Fa ther and the Fa ther in Me, or else 
be lieve Me for the sake of the works them selves.

Do you want to be lieve in things that are real? These things are
real! When you were in church wor ship ing this morn ing, I hope you re -
al ized that your wor ship goes be fore the throne of God. It is real. It can -
not be false. The tes ti mony in your heart knows that this is real; it is not
fake. None of you wor ship the Lord in “fakeness.” As I watched Paul
play the songs, “Joy, joy, joy...” I said to my self, “Oh, God, bless this
brother be cause he is lead ing us into a place where we need to be.” We
need to know the City not made with hands, not made by the will of
men. You are not made by the will of your nat u ral fa ther. But you were
made by the will of God! The will of God knew you even be fore you
were born. 

Power in Prayer

Well what is go ing to get us through per il ous times? Our re la tion -
ship with the Fa ther. And prayer. 

12 “Most as sur edly, I say to you, he who be lieves in Me, the works 
that I do he will do also; . . .

So now you are con scripted into His army. 

. . . and greater works than these he will do, be cause I go to My
Fa ther.
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Je sus Prom ises An other Helper

Why did He go to the Fa ther? To send us the Holy Spirit. He died
on the cross for our sin but He went to the Fa ther and sat down at the
right hand and then sent the Holy Spirit at Pen te cost so the church could 
be born and you would be able to do those kinds of works also. So you
can heal sick peo ple, pray ing for them and they shall re cover. Don’t
give up on any of them and some how say, “Oh this is way too much for
me.” Don’t grow weary of do ing good the scrip ture says. So if you are
weary seek out some body who is n’t and get help. Get some of that
stirred up, the Holy Spirit within you. 

13 And what ever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Fa -
ther may be glo ri fied in the Son. 14 If you ask any thing in My
name, I will do it.

Not that you will be glo ri fied but He will be glo ri fied through it.
Would n’t you like to be there? I have asked for a lot of things in the
Lord’s name and not all of them came true. But He did an swer them. He
an swers prayer. There is a coun try song that goes like this, “I thank God 
for un an swered prayer . . . “ It is about a guy who goes back to his high
school class re union and meets his old girl friend. He says, “Thank God
for un an swered prayer!” It was n’t the girl he ended up mar ry ing, ob vi -
ously.

We don’t know how many times the Lord has res cued us from di -
sas ter be cause we only see in part. God knows the be gin ning be fore the
end. He will love us to the end. Now here’s the con di tion, the catch, the
un avoid able pro cess. We are be ing con formed into the im age of Christ.
But how?

The In dwell ing of the Fa ther and the Son
15 “If you love Me, keep My com mand ments. 

I can hear Pe ter say ing, “Well, Lord, we love you! We’ll stick it
out. We will pur pose to do it.” 

16 And I will pray the Fa ther, and He will give you an other
Helper, . . .

“Be cause, Pe ter, you need this. It is not by the strength of your
own pur poses and strength of re solve.” He is go ing to give you a
Helper. We here in this room have the Helper al ready. The church has
been born so the Holy Spirit has been given to us not just par tially but
given us to be bap tized, sub mersed into and liv ing with the Holy Spirit
ev ery day. In our heart, the Spirit of God is there, quick ened within us

10



that He may abide with you for ever! There is never go ing to be a time
when you are go ing to be with out Him. The Spirit of Truth will never
guide you into false hood.

. . .  that He may abide with you for ever— 17 the Spirit of truth,
whom the world can not re ceive, be cause it nei ther sees Him nor
knows Him; . . .

Sound like any body you know? 

. . . but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.

“Oh, I know that is true. It is true.” When I was first dat ing my
wife I said to some one, “I don’t know. I think I love her.” My friend who 
knew me re ally well said to me, “Ei ther you do or you don’t.” So I
quickly said, “Well I do!” So he said, “So what’s the prob lem?!”

You see there is a “know ing” in side. That know ing thing is not
bro ken very eas ily, the Spirit of Truth whom the world can not know or
per ceive. 

. . . but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.
18 I will not leave you or phans; I will come to you.

He might say, “I will never leave you as or phans. I will come to
you.” So who is say ing this? Physically, Je sus Christ while He was
walk ing the earth. Who is He talk ing about? The Holy Spirit. So He is
say ing they are both the same thing. He’s al ready said He was the Fa -
ther, the ex act rep re sen ta tion of Him. The Trin ity can all be said in one
word, Je sus. 

19 “A lit tle while lon ger and the world will see Me no more, but
you will see Me. Be cause I live, you will live also. 20 At that day
you will know that I am in My Fa ther, and you in Me, and I in
you. 

There will come a day when we will know. And then He re peats
what He said be fore.

21 He who has My com mand ments and keeps them, it is he who
loves Me. . .

Let’s go back and try to un der stand this word “com mand ment.”
Com mand ment is n’t look ing back into the Old Tes ta ment and say ing
the com mand ments are “keep ing the Sabbath holy,” x, y, z, etc. What -
ever you want to call them, a list of do’s and don’ts. Rather in this scrip -
ture the com mand ments of the Lord is what He is speak ing to you, the
liv ing word of God. He may speak to you through the writ ten Word of
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God, but He can also speak to you through an other per son. Some times
He can speak to you even through an un be liever.

God is not lim ited as to how He can speak to you. For in stance He 
speaks to me of ten through His cre ation. “He who keeps my com mand -
ments, that’s who loves Me.” The def i ni tion of your love is go ing to be
obe di ence. 

. . . And he who loves Me will be loved by My Fa ther, and I will
love him and man i fest My self to him.”

That’s a good place to be. Wow.
22 Ju das (not Is car iot) said to Him, “Lord, how is it that You will
man i fest Your self to us, and not to the world?”
23 Je sus an swered and said to him, “If any one loves Me, he will
keep My word; and My Fa ther will love him, and We will come
to him and make Our home with him.

So where is Je sus’ home? You! Where is the Fa ther’s home?
You! Where does the Holy Spirit live? You! This is crazy stuff. Why
would any body be lieve this. It is true be cause you know it is true. You
know the way and you know how to get there. When we en ter into the
full ness of wor ship, prayer, com mu nion with God, there’s no turn ing
you back. There is no lie the en emy can give to you that you will fol low
for you will know his alien voice. 

24 He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the
word which you hear is not Mine but the Fa ther’s who sent Me.

The Gift of Peace

With all of this happening and re turn ing to “let not your hearts be 
trou bled,” this is one of the most trou bling times for the dis ci ples. They
knew by now some thing big was go ing to come down. Things are never
go ing to be the same. We hear that a lot these days dur ing the Pan demic
epidemic. I can re mem ber Dale and Ber tha Rum ble sit ting across the
room there, Dina and Ray Nielson over there, Ida Hemple sit ting on the
other side of the room, the wor ship and mu sic was fill ing this room like
crazy. But it will never be the same. But think of this, it is NOT
SUPPOSED TO BE THE SAME. Ev ery day in which we live is a won -
der ful ad ven ture in our Lord Je sus Christ. It is not one of sor row and re -
morse.

We can find our selves in the strang est of places and know the joy
of the Lord. I’ve said this be fore: Mother Theresa said to one of her un -
der lings who wanted to go with her to Cal cutta, one of the worst ghet tos 
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in the world, “Why do you want to go?” The girl an swered, “Be cause I
want to serve and I want to make a dif fer ence.” Mother an swered,
“Well, sis ter, you are go ing to need the JOY of the Lord a lot more than
that.” You too are go ing to need the joy of the Lord! How won der ful it
is that we have that joy. If you want to know what the en emy’s pri mary
tac tic is against Chris tians is to steal their joy in the tri als they face.

Our sis ter Crys tal, who has just nar rowly es caped death through
this Covid, found her self in a hospital not even knowing where she was. 
How ever her joy was still there in the Lord! Then the Lord man i fested
Him self to her to prove it! Be cause He loves her. Why did He do it? Be -
cause He loves her. Why does He do it for us? Be cause He loves us, ev -
ery one of us. He makes us His home! He is our home. Let that sink in. 

25 “These things I have spo ken to you while be ing pres ent with
you. . .

Again these words are pro phetic in a lot of ways. He’s talk ing
about later when they’ll be looking back af ter Je sus is cru ci fied, af ter
the church is born at Pen te cost. They are go ing to look back and fi nally
write His words down. Do you re al ize that Je sus is one of the ma jor phi -
los o phers (if noth ing else) but He never wrote a word on a piece of pa -
per! And He was ed u cated to do that. Ev ery Jew ish boy knew how to
read and write. In the other cul tures of the world that was sim ply  not
true. Only the kings and rul ers knew how to read and write. But in the
Jew ish na tion, ev ery male, ev ery one, knew how to read and write. 

So, if Je sus knew how to do it, why did n’t He write all His words
down? I think He pur posely did not write it down be cause the very
words He could have writ ten down would be wor shiped and not His
will and pur poses in the earth right up to to day. The early church would
take the hands of the saints off their body and that would be part of the
ar ti facts of God and they would make a church ca the dral around them.
In al most all the ca the drals in Eu rope have a “holy ar ti fact.” It will be in
a lit tle booth, kept in a holy place in the church and wor shiped. How ter -
ri ble.

Can you imag ine if Je sus had writ ten words down, they would be 
wor shiped in stead of God Him self. Men are re ally crazy. Amen. If there 
is a way to go the wrong way, we will find it. This morn ing I watched
one of the main de nom i na tions in the world, live stream ing. As they
went through the prayers and went through the rit u als of light ing the
can dles, etc., I thought, “Where? Where do they wor ship? Where is the
wor ship? Where is the heart of God in mak ing them His home? Bring -
ing us home, to that place where we want to go.” I thought, “I don’t
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want to go to that al tar; I want to go to the Lord Je sus Christ and I don’t
need an al tar to get there.” 

What is our hope? It is not in our pur pose ful ness. It is not some -
how in other peo ple. It is not in any thing but this:

26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Fa ther will send in
My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your re mem -
brance all things that I said to you.

So Je sus did n’t need to write His words down be cause the Holy
Spirit was given for that ex act same pur pose. 

27 Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world 
gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be trou bled, nei ther let it 
be afraid. . . .

Not in the fu ture, right here and now. Don’t let your heart, your
spirit be trou bled. If ev ery thing else is fail ing, your body is fail ing, your 
soul has been “ripped out” away from you, there is still the peace of God 
res i dent and will never be taken away from you. In your heart, the Spirit 
of God is still there. 

. . . nei ther let it be afraid.

So what’s the big deal? Not only are they trou bled but now the
dis ci ples are afraid. Some times the ones that are afraid the most are
Chris tians who have fallen away as they well should be.

28 You have heard Me say to you, ‘I am go ing away and com ing
back to you.’ If you loved Me, you would re joice be cause I said,
‘I am go ing to the Fa ther,’ for My Fa ther is greater than I.

Why are they go ing to re joice? Because He is send ing His Holy
Spirit. With out that they only know Je sus in the flesh. Only a few peo -
ple can know Him that way, but ev ery one through the ages can know
Him in the Spirit. No one is ex empt. You can bring the gos pel of peace
to any one, any time. I love it when God goes ahead of me and res cues
some body that I had con sid ered way be yond help, think ing, “This per -
son will never en ter the King dom of God. If it were my king dom, I would 
never let him in.” I hear this one quote, “Af ter Covid 19 is gone there
are still some peo ple you will want to keep at a dis tance!” Ter ri ble! We
love each other and there will be a day we can em brace one an other
again. There will be. With out a doubt, it will hap pen. 

Let not your heart be trou bled, nei ther let it be afraid. 28 You have 
heard Me say to you, ‘I am go ing away and com ing back to you.’
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If you loved Me, you would re joice be cause I said, ‘I am go ing to
the Fa ther,’ for My Fa ther is greater than I.
29 “And now I have told you be fore it co mes, that when it does
come to pass, you may be lieve. 30 I will no lon ger talk much with
you, for the ruler of this world is com ing, and he has noth ing in
Me. 31 But that the world may know that I love the Fa ther, and as
the Fa ther gave Me com mand ment, so I do. Arise, let us go from
here.

You can see that at the start of chap ter 13, Je sus’ heart was trou -
bled, trou bled be cause of the be trayal of Ju das. We should never be
happy about some one leav ing Christ. It was trou bling for Je sus and it is
trou bling for us as well. We should speak a word at ev ery op por tu nity
we can even af ter the fact. His love never came to an end and never
does. 

Peace and No Lon ger Trou bled
“Arise, let us go from here.” At this point He knows that in what

He has to go through, He will still have peace, though He may not have
peace in His soul or His flesh. At the cru ci fix ion as He’s pray ing to the
Fa ther in the gar den, He’s go ing to have big strug gles in His soul. How -
ever, the peace of God that is in His Spirit will never leave Him!

_____________________________________

Thank You, Lord Je sus. So, Fa ther, we thank You for this day that
as You are bring ing us through the plague now af fect ing the earth, for
the mo ment of time that we are in . . . We never knew it was com ing. No -
body pre dicted it. Even those who did, did n’t know re ally. But we know
one thing the world does not, this church knows, the King dom of God
knows, that Your love is faith ful to the end, no mat ter where we find our -
selves. That is what we call home, where You live in us where we live in
You. Fa ther, I pray that when ever we pray and wor ship You, day or
night, that You will re mind us by vis it ing us by Your Holy Spirit, by giv -
ing us the pro phetic word in our heart, that we would en cour age our
souls and those around us. We pray in Je sus’ name, let Your mercy and
grace over take us. Amen.
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